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 Nov 6, 1893 -- Oct. 15, 1931 
  

Elwood Electric Street Railway . . . 1893 – 1899 (sold to  

Union Traction Company #1 . . . 1897 - 1899 

Union Traction Co. of Indiana #2 . . . 6/28/1899 to 5/13/1912 (consolidated) 1897  

Elwood & Alexandria Electric Railway Company . . . 1898 - 1901 

Indiana Union Traction Company . . . 6/9/1903 to 5/13/1912 . . . merged into . . . 

Union Traction Co. of Indiana #3 . . . 5/13/1912 to 7/2/1930 (sold to the Indiana Railroad) 

Indiana Railroad . . . 1930 – 1941 

Elwood passenger service discontinued Monday, June 15, 1931 

Elwood freight service discontinued on Thursday, October 15, 1931 

  



 

Elwood Electric Street Railway November 6, 1893 

Elwood & Alexandria Electric Rail Co formed May 4, 1898 

Elwood & Alexandria Railway opened to Elwood June 26, 1899 

UTC Alexandria-Elwood line starts construction to Tipton April 1902 

UTC Elwood to Tipton line test run December 31, 1902 

UTC Elwood-Tipton line opened between the two cities January 1, 1903 

UTC Alexandria-Tipton line begins service February 10, 1903 
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"Red" Maley, motorman, and Clarence Powell, conductor, were two 

regulars who helped the Elwood line operate almost 24 hours a day. 
  

 

The Indiana Railroad (IR) was the last of the typical Midwestern United States interurban lines. It 

was formed in 1930-31 by combining the operations of the five major interurban systems in central 

Indiana into one entity. Although the IR faced bankruptcy in 1933, the system was virtually held 

intact for four years. The IR operated about 600 miles (970 km) of interurban lines throughout 

Indiana during this period. During the late 1930s, the routes were abandoned one by one until a 

1941 wreck with fatalities south of Indianapolis put an abrupt end to the last operation of 

interurbans in Indiana. 

Elwood  

1893 -1899 - Elwood Electric Street Railway 

1899 -1930 - Union Traction Co. of Indiana 

1924 – City streetcars discontinued August 1 

1930 - 1941- Indiana Railroad 

Private bus co. in 1952 - Elwood Transit 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midwestern_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interurban
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana


 

The Elwood Call Leader 

Elwood, Indiana, Tuesday, Oct. 13, 1931 

TRACTION TO END SERVICE 

Freight Transportation to End Thursday (Oct. 15, 1931) 

CITY RECEIVES PROPERTY 

Freight service on the Tipton-Elwood-Alexandria division of the Indiana Railroad System will be 

discontinued Thursday and will mark the passing of traction service in this city. 

The Indiana Railroad System, which purchased the Indiana Railroad Company a months ago filed 

a petition with the Public Service Commission to discontinue service on the local division 

Revenue Not Sufficient 

The company alleged in its petition that neither the freight nor passenger service brought sufficient 

revenue for the operation of cars on the local division. 

The Commission granted the company permission to discontinue its passenger service of June 15, 

last, but instructed that freight service be maintained until October 15 because of the work on State 

Road No. 28. 

Paving of the state highway has been completed and the Indiana Railroad System is said to be 

ready for the discontinuing of the service. 

Bus Service Inaugurated 

Since the passenger service was discontinued, a bus service has been opened between 

Indianapolis and Elwood by the B. and B Transit Lines, of Elwood. 

With the Indiana Railroad System discontinuing its freight service on Thursday, the rails will become 

the property of the city as will the station and its site at Main and Sixteenth Streets. * 

City to Repair Street 

The city will probably use an asphalt preparation in making repairs to Main Street. No definite 

announcement has been made relative to the disposal of the station and its site, but rumors have it 

that the property may be purchased by the school city, which is in urgent need of a gymnasium. 

 

*Elwood’s Public Library now occupies the same address at Main and 16th Street.   

Elwood’s


